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The family of a man who died
from a brain tumour claim he was
killed by his mobile phone.

TV engineer Jim Smith, 36, had
to use his mobile phone many
times a day, and his family now
claim that





The table gives information about levels of microwave

radiation (in milli-watts per square metre).

Study and discuss the table. 
1.
Which recommended limit is the safest?


Why do you think the limits change over time?


Discuss why there is no absolute or definite limit.

2.
Compare the maximum level measured at a school 


with the current UK limit. 


Which is higher? What is the ratio?  Is it safe?

3.
When you use a mobile phone the radiation level at your 


body is higher (as your phone is closer to you than the 


mast is). 


Discuss why, nevertheless, there is usually more local 


anger against masts than against mobile phones.

4.
Newspapers often use dramatic headlines, as shown :

a)
Why do they do this?

b)
Analyse the article for

(i)
facts, 

(ii)
opinions.

5.
Design a poster to persuade young people to 


use their mobile phones less often or more safely. 
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Mobile phone aerial masts





Radiation from masts�
Power density in mW/m2�
�
Typical levels measured in UK national survey sample�
0.1 – 1.0�
�
Maximum level measured in a UK school playground�
8.3�
�
Recommended limits:�
�
�
UK before year 2000�
35 000�
�
USA current level�
   5700�
�
EU and UK current level�
   4500�
�
Swiss current level�
    450�
�
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