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Plotting a bar-chart

You can do this in 4 steps :

1
See how many bars you will 
need to draw. 
In this example, there are 4 bars 
(for the 4 ages of the children).

2
Look to see how big the tallest 
bar will be. 
In this example, it is 8 (for the 8 
pupils that are aged 13 years old).

3
Draw 2 lines (‘axes’) and mark 
out the scales. Label them.


In this example, you should 
mark out spaces for 4 bars on 
the bottom axis (for the 4 
groups of children). 
Then mark a scale from 0 to 8 
up the side axis.

4
Use your ruler to draw the bars 
to the correct height.


Plotting a pie-chart

You can do this in 5 steps :

1
Draw a circle (using a pair of compasses). 
Remember that a full circle is 360°.

2
Add up all the items, to find the total. 
In this example: 6 + 3 + 2 + 1 = 12

3
Take each item in turn: 

Paper
6 pieces out of 12 = 
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 = 
[image: image2.wmf]2

1


The paper will take up half the circle.

Glass
3 pieces out of 12 = 
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 = 
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The glass will take a quarter of the circle (5 90°)

Plastic
2 pieces out of 12 = 
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 = 
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It will be one-sixth of the circle (=
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 ( 360° = 60°)

Metal
1 piece out of 12 = 
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It will be one-twelfth of the circle (=
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 ( 360° = 30°)

4
Mark out the circle into 4 parts, using a protractor to 
measure the correct number of degrees.

5
Label each part.
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Example


In a school Science Club there are 23 members: 


6 pupils aged 12 years, 8 pupils aged 13 years, 


5 pupils aged 14 years, and 4 pupils aged 15 years.


Draw a bar-chart of this.
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Example


A waste bin contains 6 pieces of paper, 3 pieces of glass, 2 pieces �of plastic, and 1 piece of metal.


Show this on a pie-chart.
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